Living and Working Safely

PMLP Pipeline

Near a Natural Gas Pipeline

If you have received this brochure it is because you
live or work near the natural gas pipeline operated
by PMLP. The PMLP pipeline transports gas from
the Tennessee Gas Pipeline tap in Danvers,
Massachusetts to the PMLP power plant located
adjacent to Waters River off of Pulaski Street in
Peabody, Massachusetts. The PMLP natural gas
pipeline - the operation of which is subject to the
Code of Federal Regulations 49 CFR Parts 191 &
192 and the Code of Massachusetts Regulations
220 CMR 100.00-113.00 - was constructed in 1988
and consists of approximately 1,950 feet of steel
pipeline.
Department of Transportation statistics confirm
pipelines are the safest means of transporting
energy. Approximately two-thirds of the natural
gas, crude oil, and refined petroleum products we
use in our everyday lives are transported through
underground pipelines – making them an essential
component of our nation’s infrastructure.

Pipeline Markers

Emergency Contacts
Dial 911 in an Emergency
Peabody Fire: 978-531-2244
Danvers Fire: 978-774-2424

This brochure provides safety information,
general information and contact information
related to the Peabody Municipal Light Plant’s
(PMLP’s) Natural Gas Pipeline

Peabody Police: 978-531-1212
Danvers Police: 978-774-1212
PMLP Emergency Number: 978-573-1223

Pipeline markers listing a 24-hour phone number
are posted along the pipeline route. These
markers indicate the approximate underground
location of the pipeline and provide owner and
contact information. These pipeline markers are
only a visual indication/notification of the
existence and general location of the pipeline, and
should not be used in lieu of following required
Dig Safe® Laws and Requirements. These pipeline
markers do not indicate how deep the pipeline is
buried. Never assume the pipeline lies in a straight
line; pipeline routes can twist and turn between
markers.

Safety Comes First
PMLP has developed this brochure as part of its
Public Awareness Program to provide basic safety
information to people living and working in the
general vicinity of the PMLP pipeline. As one of
these people, it is important for you to know
these basic facts about pipeline safety and this
general information.
PMLP works diligently to ensure Pipeline safety
through following specific design and construction
standards, a Workforce Training & Qualification,
and conducting regular inspections, monitoring,
and testing.

Peabody Municipal Light Plant
201 Warren St. Ext.
Peabody, MA 01960
Phone: 978-531-5975

www.pmlp.com

How to Recognize a Gas Leak

A leak emanating from a natural gas pipeline is a rare
occurrence.
While rare, it is important to recognize the
.
signs of a leak.

Sight
Visual signs that a gas leak has occurred:

Dead or dying vegetation over an otherwise
perfectly healthy area

Bubbling water at a water crossing or wet area
near or over the pipeline

Dirt flying into the air near or over the pipeline

Exposed pipeline caused by a natural disaster
such as a flood or earthquake

Sound

Noise ranging from a small hiss to a large roar near or
over the pipeline is an indication gas is escaping.

Smell
Natural gas in its natural form is odorless. PMLP’s gas
pipeline is odorized using a compound called mercaptan
that gives off a rotten egg smell. This smell is a telltale
sign of a gas leak.

In the Event of a Gas Leak
 Leave the area on foot immediately and call 911.
 Do not try to locate the source of the leak.
 Do not try to shut off any natural gas valves.
 Do not attempt to operate any equipment or vehicles,
do not attempt to turn on any switches. If any of these
are already on, leave them on and do not attempt to
turn them off.
 Warn others to stay away from the site of the
suspected leak.
 Do not use any open flame or bring any lighters that
could cause a gas leak to ignite.
 Do not attempt to re-enter the area until the gas

Preventing Damage to the
Pipeline
Building an addition? Installing a fence? Planting a tree?
Before you or your contractor begin digging, make sure
you know where all the underground utility lines are
around your property.
Excavation work, digging, or grading are the most frequent
causes of pipeline damage.
State law requires that you call Dig Safe® at 811 at least
72 business hours prior to digging (3 Days before
digging). Once notified, Dig Safe® will contact member
utilities to come to your site and mark underground utility
wires, cables and pipelines. If you are working around the
PMLP Pipeline, PMLP would be notified and we would
mark the PMLP pipeline location and explain the
company’s construction guidelines to you and/or your
contractor.
This free service can protect you from unintentionally
hitting underground utility lines, which can cause harm to
you and those around you, and potentially make you liable
for fines and repair costs. Visit Dig Safe® for more
information at www.digsafe.com .
Please note, utility companies will only mark the facilities
they own or maintain. Private underground pipes and
cables may not be owned or maintained by member utility
companies. It is the responsibility of the property owner to
investigate if any privately-owned utilities are in the area.
If you hit or damage our pipeline, please call PMLP
immediately at 978-573-1223. A gouge, dent, scrape or
crease in the pipe, or its coating, may cause a safety
problem. It is imperative we inspect and repair any
damage to the pipeline no matter how minor it may seem.
As a neighbor to PMLP’s pipeline, you play an important
role in ensuring the safe operation of the pipeline. If you
witness any unauthorized construction, excavation or
other unusual activity in the right-of-way, please contact
us immediately.

company or emergency personnel have cleared it and
advised you that it is safe.

If you have any questions or need additional information
please contact us.

Keeping the Right-of-Way Clear

The pipeline right-of-way must be kept free from
structures and other obstructions. If the PMLP pipeline
crosses property you own, you have a right-of-way
agreement with PMLP that provides us with
permanent, limited access to a specific amount of
property on either side of the pipeline. This is required
for PMLP to operate, test, inspect, maintain and
protect the pipeline, all of which are essential in
ensuring pipeline safety.
Encroachments upon the right-of-way can inhibit
PMLP’s ability to perform these tasks, which is why
certain structures and vegetation are not allowed in
the right-of-way. Please do not plant, place, or build
anything on or near the right-of-way without approval
from PMLP. Certain trees and shrubs, as well as
buildings, fences, swimming pools and other structures,
can interfere with access to the pipeline and are not
allowed in the right-of-way.

Location of our Pipeline

The PMLP Natural Gas Pipeline location is viewable via
the National Pipeline Mapping System Public Viewer
after choosing Massachusetts and Essex County and
then zooming into the western reach of the Waters
River at the Danvers and Peabody town border, with
the “Gas Transmission Pipelines” layer turned on.

For additional General Pipeline Safety Information see
the Northeast Gas Association web site at

www.northeastgas.org

